Yield Curves and Crosswinds

— The divergence between the Federal Reserve’s cautious stance and the
ECB’s ongoing rate cuts is reshaping yield curves and driving volatility
across global bond markets.

— Investors face a complex environment shaped by persistent inflation,
trade tensions, and uncertain tariff outcomes, requiring active
management and geographic diversification in fixed-income strategies.

As we progress through the second quarter of 2025, global financial markets are
contending with a complex interplay of monetary policy decisions, inflationary
pressures, and geopolitical tensions. In the United States, the announcements
of new tariffs on the majority of countries on April 2", particularly China, has
caused a great deal of financial turbulence. Indeed, financial tensions drove the
U.S. government to moderate its stance and open a 90-day negotiation period
with more than 100 countries. However, investor uncertainty remains as the
final outcome of the tariff negotiations is very difficult to foresee.

In the United States, the Federal Reserve maintains a cautious stance, holding
the federal funds rate steady at 4.25%—4.50%, despite strong calls from the
administration for rate cuts amid slowing economic growth and persistent
inflation. Conversely, the European Central Bank (ECB) has adopted a more
accommodative approach, implementing its seventh consecutive rate cut,
bringing the deposit facility rate down to 2.25%. This divergence in monetary
policy paths has significant implications for bond markets, yield curves, and
investor strategies across both regions.

U.S. monetary policy: A balancing act amidst inflation and growth concerns
The Federal Reserve faces a delicate balancing act as it strives to achieve its dual
mandate of price stability and maximum employment. Despite a contraction in
first quarter GDP and increasing pressure from the administration to cut rates,
the Fed remains steadfast, citing concerns over inflation, which remains above
the 2% target. Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent has pointed to the inversion of
the yield curve, with the two-year Treasury yield falling below the federal funds
rate, as a market signal for potential rate cuts. However, so far the Fed appears
poised to maintain its current policy stance until clearer signs of economic
slowdown emerge.
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Eurozone: ECB's easing cycle amidst persistent inflation

In contrast, the ECB continues its easing cycle, reducing key interest rates
by 25 basis points in April, despite a rise in core inflation to 2.7% .ECB
officials, including Vice President Luis de Guindos, express optimism about
the disinflation process, suggesting that inflation is nearing the 2% target. The
ECB's dovish stance reflects concerns over deteriorating growth prospects,
exacerbated by global trade tensions and their impact on the Eurozone's export-
driven economy.

Bond market dynamics: Volatility and shifting investor sentiment

Bond markets have experienced heightened volatility in recent months. In the
U.S., the 10-year Treasury yield surged to approximately 4.5% in early April,
driven by concerns over inflation and the sell-off in response to escalating trade
tensions. This spike in yields prompted a reevaluation of the bond market's
role as a safe haven, with some investors expressing concerns over the long-
term stability of U.S. Treasuries. In the Eurozone, bond yields have remained
relatively stable, supported by the ECB's accommodative policies and a more
favorable inflation outlook.

Investor strategies: Navigating a complex landscape

Investors are recalibrating their strategies in response to the evolving
macroeconomic environment. In the U.S., the flat yield curve and persistent
inflation have led to increased interest in shorter-duration bonds and inflation-
protected securities. In the Eurozone, the ECB's rate cuts have spurred demand
for higher-yielding assets, with investors seeking opportunities in corporate
bonds and emerging market debt. The divergence in monetary policies between
the U.S. and Eurozone underscores the importance of geographic diversification
and active management in fixed-income portfolios.

Outlook: Monitoring central bank policies and economic indicators
Looking ahead, the trajectory of interest rates and bond markets will affect
central bank policies and key economic indicators. In the U.S., the Federal
Reserve's decisions will depend on the interplay between inflation trends and
economic growth. The final tariff structure in the U.S. and (the reaction from the
rest of the world) will also shape the U.S. and global economy. In the Eurozone,
the ECB's commitment to supporting the economy through monetary easing
will be tested by inflation dynamics and external shocks. Investors still seem
nervous and will remain vigilant, closely monitoring policy developments
and macroeconomic data to deal with the complexities of the current financial
landscape.



