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LOCAL COMMUNITIES ARE RELUCTANT TO HOST RENEWABLES
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DESPITE POTENTIAL SOCIO-ECONOMIC BENEFITS
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OUR LINE OF RESEARCH

Phasing in Renewables:

Fabra, N., Gutiérrez E., Lacuesta A., and Ramos, R. (2024) “Do Renewable Energy

Investments Create Local Jobs?,” Journal of Public Economics.

2 Phasing out Coal:

Fabra, N., Gutiérrez E., and Ramos, R. (2024) “The End of Coal: Assessing Labor

Market Transitions in Coal-Dependent Regions,” work in progress.
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QUESTION 1
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Spain 2017-2021
INVESTMENTS RENEWABLES
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Local projections approach to Difference-in-Differences
METHODOLOGY
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RESULTS
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Employment
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By sector
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RESULTS
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Unemployment
RESULTS
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SUMMARIZING

Phasing in Renewables:

Limited impact in employment during the construction for wind and during the 
operation maintenance regardless the technology. 

Mainly, jobs related to specialized construction and civil engineering. Some indirect 
employment in food and beverage services in wind. 

A significant portion of hiring is done in other municipalities. 
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QUESTION 2
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Spain from 2017
CLOSURES COAL PLANTS
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Event study
METHODOLOGY
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RESULTS
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Employment and Unemployment
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Population
RESULTS
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Synthetic controls for different municipalities
HETEROGENEITY
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SUMMARIZING

Phasing in Renewables:

Limited impact in employment during the construction for wind and during the 
operation maintenance regardless the technology. 

Mainly, jobs related to specialized construction and civil engineering. Some indirect 
employment in food and beverage services in wind. 

A significant portion of hiring is done in other municipalities. 

2 Phasing out Coal:

Drop in employment following the closure of coal plants.

Smaller increase in unemployment due to a decrease in population.

The aggregate impact masks considerable heterogeneity between municipalities.
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THANK YOU!
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