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We can only be safe if everyone in 
Europe has access to the vaccine, 
including our neighbouring countries.  

No country in Europe can move 
forward without the others.  

It is only together that we can 
overcome this profound health 
emergency and economic crisis. 



• Public health policy is a Member State competence 

• Exceptions for cross border health threats where legislation exists 

(surveillance, alert, risk assessment and risk management coordination) 

• EU pharmaceutical legislation for evaluation and authoriation of medicines 

including vaccines 

• Supported by several EU agencies (EMA and ECDC) 

EU role in vaccination for COVID-19 



The European Vaccine Strategy aims to  

• secure the production of vaccines 
within the EU 

• ensure sufficient supplies for our 
Member States through Advance 
Purchase Agreements with vaccine 
producers 

• adapt the EU's regulatory framework 
to the current emergency 

• use the flexibility of our rules to 
speed up the development, 
authorisation and availability of 
vaccines 

 

Vaccine 
Strategy 



Key actions to date 
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• Our Vaccine strategy should act as a reference 

point for Member States when formulating 

their national strategies 

• People can be vaccinated according to national 

vaccine programmes  

• The Commission supports EU countries in the 

preparation and implementation of their vaccine 

campaigns, including via communication 

material 

• The Commission also put in place a common 

reporting framework and a platform to monitor 

the effectiveness of national vaccine strategies 

Working closely with 
Member States 



• The Commission has secured up to 2.6bn vaccine doses so far: 

• BioNTech-Pfizer: 600 million doses 

• Moderna: 460 million doses 

• CureVac: 405 million doses 

• AstraZeneca: 400 million doses 

• Johnson&Johnson: 400 million doses 

• Sanofi-GSK: 300 million doses 

 
 

Vaccine doses secured 



Vaccination strategies 

• All Member States have access to COVID-19 vaccines at the same time  

 

• Distribution done on a per capita basis to ensure fair access 

 

• National vaccination strategies and priority groups 

 

• 19 January 2021: Communication calling on Member States to speed up the roll out of vaccines across the 

EU.  

 

• Objectives: By March 2021, at least 80% of people over the age of 80, and 80% of health and social care 

professionals in every Member State should get vaccinated.  

By summer 2021, Member States should have vaccinated a minimum of 70% of the entire adult 

population 



The COVID-19 Vaccine tracker by the ECDC 



The COVID-19 Vaccine tracker by the ECDC 



The COVID-19 Vaccine tracker by the ECDC 



Global response 
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Global response 



• EUCO 23.3: The European Union will continue to strengthen its global 

response to the pandemic. Work on setting up a vaccine-sharing mechanism 

must be taken forward rapidly so as to complement and support COVAX's 

leading role in ensuring universal access to, and deployment of, vaccines. 

• Global Health Summit, Rome, 21 May 2021. G20 Leaders, International and 

regional organisation heads and representatives of global health bodies will 

share lessons learned from the pandemic and agree principles supporting 

further cooperation and joint action preventing future global health crisis, 

irrespective of origin and in spirit of solidarity 

 

Global response 


